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Once again we are gathered here on Reformation Sunday, recognizing the fact that it was on 

October 31, 1517, that a young Augustinian monk named Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses on 

the door of Wittenberg Chapel in Germany, sparking the Protestant Reformation, a tradition that 

Bethel Grace is so gladly a part of. 

 

I want for you to look at the introductory words that Luther wrote as he laid out those 95 points 

of discussion and debate.  He wrote:  “Out of love and zeal for truth and the desire to bring it to 

light, the following theses will be publicly discussed at Wittenberg under the chairmanship of the 

reverend father Martin Luther,” then on it went.   

 

This started off with Luther talking about the love and zeal for truth that God was working in his 

heart and in fact, all of the testimonies tell us that this man Martin Luther, he was filled with a 

very powerful passion for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

As we come to the Word of the Lord in Isaiah this morning, we find that such holy zeal is a very 

good thing.  Passion and fervency fill the portion of Scripture that we are about to read.  In it, we 

see the zeal of  God’s remnant in Judah, the true believers there in Isaiah’s day. 

 

In it, we see the zeal of God’s prophet, of our brother in the Lord, Isaiah and the passion that was 

stirring in him for this One called Immanuel made known to him and through him—this 

Immanuel who is our Christ. 

 

But above all, this passage of Scripture culminates with the zeal of the Lord of Hosts who is the 

source and the supply of all the rest of the zeal that we read about in this passage of Scripture.  In 

the same way that passion and fervency fills this text, we pray that the Lord will fill our hearts 

and our church with the same kind of ardency for the Kingdom that God has brought us into. 

 

Let’s read what is here for beginning in Isaiah Chapter 9 and Verse 9 

 
9
Be broken, you peoples, and be shattered; 

give ear, all you far countries; 

strap on your armor and be shattered; 

strap on your armor and be shattered. 
10

Take counsel together, but it will come to nothing; 

speak a word, but it will not stand, 

for God is with us. 
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11
For the LORD spoke thus to me with his strong hand upon me, and warned me 

not to walk in the way of this people, saying; 
12

”Do not call conspiracy all that this 

people calls conspiracy, and do not fear what they fear, nor be in dread.  
13

But the 

LORD of hosts, him you shall honor as holy.  Let him be your fear; and let him be 

your dread.  
14

And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of 

stumbling to both houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem.  
15

And many shall stumble on it.  They shall fall and be broken; they 

shall be snared and taken.” 

 
16

Bind up the testimony; seal the teaching among my disciples.  
17

I will wait for the 

LORD who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him.  
18

Behold, I and the children whom the LORD has given me are signs and portents in 

Israel from the LORD of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion.  
19

And when they say to 

you, “Inquire of the mediums and the necromancers who chirp and mutter,” should 

not a people inquire of their God?  Should they inquire of the dead on behalf of the 

living?  
20

To the teaching and to the testimony!  If they will not speak according to 

this word, it is because they have no dawn.  
21

They will pass through the land, 

greatly distressed and hungry.  And when they are hungry, they will be enraged and 

will speak contemptuously against their king and their God, and turn their faces 

upward.  
22

And they will look to the earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the 

gloom of anguish.  And they will be thrust into thick darkness.  

 

9But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish.  In the former time he 

brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 

latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the nations. 

 
2
The people who walked in darkness  

have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shone. 
3
You have multiplied the nation; 

you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4
For the yoke of his burden,  

and the staff for his shoulder,  

the rod of his oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5
For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

and every garment rolled in blood  

will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6
For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
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and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of peace. 
7
of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

And all God’s people said, AMEN!  Because the zealous Lord of Hosts has spoken to us, we say 

AMEN and may God bless the reading of His Word. 

 

I want to start by drawing your attention to the last sentence we read from this rich portion of 

Messianic prophecy, “The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”  God the Father is zealous for 

the reign of God the Son.  And His zeal is driving all of history toward its culmination point, 

which is the exaltation of King Christ.  God the Father is zealous for the reign of God the Son.  

 

What does that word zeal tell us about our God?  One Hebrew dictionary that was put together 

by Brown-Driver-Briggs defines this Hebrew term as “ardor, zeal, jealousy.”  The Hebrew word 

for zeal is cognate with or related to an Arabic word meaning, “to become intensely red,” 

suggesting the idea of color flooding a person’s face as it becomes flush with emotion from deep 

within.  That is a pretty powerful picture, a pretty powerful word to be used. 

 

This word is telling us something about God.  God has revealed Himself as a zealous God all 

throughout the pages of Scripture.  In the prophesies of Isaiah, the word zeal is used six times 

and each time it is used of God.  At least for me, perhaps the most eye-opening is what is written 

in Isaiah Chapter 42 and Verse 13. where the imagery is of God presenting Himself as a warrior. 

 
13

The LORD goes out like a mighty man, 

like a man of war he stirs up his zeal; 

he cries out, he shouts aloud, 

he shows himself mighty against his goes. 

 

Here we have the imagery of God presenting Himself as a warrior, kind of psyching Himself up 

before the battle.  It’s kind of like before a sporting event, you might see one of the athletes with 

the head phones on and they are getting their head in the game and getting pumped up.  This is 

the picture.   

 
13

The LORD goes out like a mighty man, 

like a man of war he stirs up his zeal; 

he cries out, he shouts aloud, 

he shows himself mighty against his goes. 
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Yet Isaiah was not the only prophet who spoke of God as a zealous God.  Zephaniah 1:18; 3:8 

speaks of the “fire of God’s jealousy.”  Those verses used the exact same word that is now 

translated zeal.  Psalm 79:5 also looks with wonder upon the zeal of God, which “burns like 

jealousy.” 

 

There are many more Old Testament references to God’s zeal and they extend into the New 

Testament as well, as we read this morning.  When the Apostle John described and explained 

Jesus’ boldness in cleansing the temple, he saw it as the fulfillment of Psalm 69:9 (John 2:17), 

where it is declared, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  So we have the Lord presenting 

Himself to us like this. 

 

Taking all this together, our impassable God does not present Himself as a distant, disinterested, 

mild personality.  Rather, God presents Himself as an ardent God, a jealous God, a fervent God, 

and what else would we expect from a loving God? 

 

I know that there is an unhealthy form of jealousy but there is a very positive form of jealousy 

too.  If I saw some bozo making eyes toward my Kristy, I would be getting stirred up with 

jealousy!   

 

So the Lord is jealous and zealous for His Son and for His church; for His elect; for His remnant; 

for His people.  And all throughout the pages of Scripture, God said that this is how I want you 

to think about me; as the God who is willing to go to war for your salvation.  It is an awesome 

picture. 

 

Furthermore, God is also at work to impart holy fire and genuine fervency in the hearts of his 

people.  For if God the Father is zealous for the reign of God the Son, how much more should 

those who are purchased by the blood and saved by the wounds of the Messiah be zealous for the 

Savior and for the kingdom that they have been brought into? 

 

Therefore we read in Romans Chapter 12 and Verse 11, after the detailed explanation of the 

Gospel of our salvation in this book, when it gets to the application portion of the book, that 

application includes this: 

 
11

Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in Spirit, serve the LORD. 

 

I love how it says, “be fervent in Spirit,” and we need the Spirit of God to be moving within the 

spirit of the elect stirring up this kind of fire, because there is a tendency within many of us to 

drift into apathy and lukewarmness and Jesus said of lukewarmness, “I want to spit that out of 

my mouth,” according to what He said to the church of Laodicea.  He said, “Repent, therefore, 

and be zealous.”  That was His word to that church and to this church. 

 

So this portion of Isaiah is filled with the kind of zeal that we need in our hearts; the kind of zeal 

that comes from God to His people.  Understand that this zeal is not the ignorant fanaticism that 

you see in a whole bunch of wing nuts that fill this earth.   
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Rather, it is thoughtful, knowledgeable ardency that comes from a clear and accurate vision of 

the Lord of all Creation and a deep understanding of His Kingdom and the Gospel of the shed 

blood of the Messiah that brings us into the Kingdom, and Him revealing more and more of this 

in our hearts.  It is then that we are filled with the zeal of the Lord.   

 

Moving forward into the portion of Isaiah that we are in, the focus is placed upon the remnant of 

God; the true Israel, those known by God and those who have come to know God.  What we see 

as we move on from what we studied last week into what we study this week is that the people of 

Judah or the people of the discipleship school of Isaiah, came to understand that it would be 

Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz, instead of the virgin born Immanuel being incarnate and born in the 

days ahead. 

 

Even still, what we find throughout this text is the truth of that awesome prophecy of Isaiah 

Chapter 7 and Verse 14: 

 
14

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sing.  Behold, the virgin shall conceive 

and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

 

This truth was taking root in their hearts.  By the Spirit, they were coming to understand that 

there is a Kingdom that was already in existence and it was going to come powerfully upon this 

earth with the birth of the Messiah.  This is taking root in their hearts and it was filling them with 

the living hope that we see here in this text. 

 

You see it in the bold way in which they even taunted the world powers that threatened them—

the same coalition of Syria and the northern kingdom of Israel that caused Ahaz and his people 

to shake within their hearts like the trees of the forest at the onset of a storm. 

 

They were able to look at that same threat with a wonderful defiant confidence that we see 

described for us in Verse 9 and 10.   

 
9
Be broken, you peoples, and be shattered; 

give ear, all you far countries; 

strap on your armor and be shattered; 

strap on your armor and be shattered. 
10

Take counsel together, but it will come to nothing; 

speak a word, but it will not stand, 

for God is with us. 

 

They were saying, “You can come at us with your brute strength.  You can come at us with all of 

your wise counsel.  Do your best because in the grand scale of things, when all is said and done, 

your efforts and your counsel are going to fall.  His Kingdom is forever, because Immanuel, God 

is with us. 
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I think the tone of what we have in these verses are quite similar to what we heard earlier in that 

great hymn of the Reformation—A Mighty Fortress is our God. “The body they may kill; 

God’s truth abideth still;  his kingdom is forever!”  It is unshakable and through Christ, we are a 

part of it.   

 

This text goes on to provide several different areas that God desires to fill us with fervency for 

the Kingdom.  They were going to need it because the exile was ahead for both the northern 

tribes and the southern tribes.  And even the remnant would be taken off into the exile too. They 

would not be exempt from it.  Yet, with the Word of the Living God dwelling in their hearts, the 

same despondency would not overcome them as they were filled with the knowledge of this 

truth.   

 

So we have three ways that God wants to fill us with the zeal that is characterized all throughout 

this text.  Because God is with us, let’s have zeal first for God’s way.  Then second we will see it 

for His Word and the third, we will see it for His reign.   

 

First, let’s have zeal for: 

 

1. God’s way (8:11-15) 

 

We see this indicated for us moving into Verse 11, Isaiah said: 

 
11

For the LORD spoke thus to me with his strong hand upon me, and warned me 

not to walk in the way of this people, saying; 
12

”Do not call conspiracy all that this 

people calls conspiracy, and do not fear what they fear, nor be in dread.  
13

But the 

LORD of hosts, him you shall honor as holy.  Let him be your fear; and let him be 

your dread. 

 

The people of God were being taught not to appraise the headlines of contemporary society in 

the same way that the rest of the people appraised the headlines of contemporary society—all of 

the conspiracies and all of the ideas about what must have been really going on, and all of the 

spin doctors, all of the cultural commentators. 

 

I don’t know why but I have been having the faces of Don Lemon and Sean Hannity just 

pumping into my face all week long with Isaiah saying to not appraise things the way that those 

people were telling them to appraise things.  Don’t react to the dangers of this world the way 

others react to the dangers of this world.” 

 

I appreciated Motyer’s explanation of this text.  He said, “Isaiah and his disciples are to have no 

part in a fear-ridden (panic-stricken) society, but to be conspicuous for a different life-style, 

unmoved by the fears all around; a calm in the midst of life’s storms and menaces.”  In this, they 

would be a foretaste of the Messanic Kingdom that is soon to invade this world. 

 

This is what we need God to fill our hearts with, so that we will be distinct as His people in this 

world, reacting to the things going on all around us through the view of eternity and the truths of 

God’s Kingdom.   
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Our lives are to be lived in the fear of the Lord, governed by the theological awareness and 

personal experience of God Almighty who redeems His people and overthrows His foe.   

 

This is what we are built for, this revenant kind of fear of the Lord.  We are built to get excited 

about awesome things.  That is why thousands of people will gather at the Huntington Beach 

Pier at the end of September to see the airshow.  To see the awesome aircrafts sweeping by with 

stunning speed and power.  You hear it.  You feel it.  It causes something to move within you. 

 

The Living God created everything—all the powers of this universe.  And Isaiah was teaching 

his disciples about what he saw in that vision with the angels praising the Lord of all Creation.  

And it is saying here, “The Lord God, He is to be our fear.”  Our lives are to be governed by this 

kind of worship, giving testimony that there is a God who created all and who reigns over all. 

 

So we are not to be going in the world’s way with its evaluation of the things that happen.  

Rather, we are to go through life knowing that there is God and He has brought us into His 

Kingdom through His Messiah, and that Kingdom is going to last forever, and we are a part of it.  

This is the passion that is to fill our hearts. 

 

Not everybody will respond to the truth of God in the same way.  Not everybody will stand in 

awe of God.  Therefore, the experience of God will vary from person to person.   

 
14

And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to 

both houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  
15

And 

many shall stumble on it.  They shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and 

taken.” 

 

Here in these verses more imagery is coming to us from the prophet as he was carried by the 

Spirit.  It is as if a rock is put across a road to block the traveler from danger, and from traps that 

have been set.  So there was a roadblock that was there and by the side of the road, there was a 

sanctuary for people to enter and find safety.  And some will enter into the rest and the refuge of 

that sanctuary. 

 

But many will become angry that a barrier is placed in the road preventing them from doing what 

they want to do and from going where they want to go.  So, for them He is a rock of offense and 

they will get trapped.  Then to others, they are indifferent about the roadblocks and they are not 

taking the warnings seriously.  To them, He is a stone of stumbling, getting tripped up and also 

getting ensnared.  So we have this four to one ratio—four negative pictures and one glorious, 

beautiful picture.  The idea here is let us go into the sanctuary.  Let’s rest in the Lord.   

 

Here is the good news!  That sanctuary is filled with people previously bruised by their 

stumbling.  Filled with people injured by their foolish dismissal of the stone of safety.  That 

sanctuary is a bethel grace.  It is a house of God’s grace that is there inhabited by people who 

have been tripped up all over the place.  People, brothers and sisters, like you and like me.  

People like us who have lived so much of life with a headful of rocks and a heart that is stony; 

with speech that is corrupt and hands that have blood.   



8 

 

 

But Jesus the Messiah comes from the sanctuary to save those who have become contrite under 

the Word of God, knowing that they need to be saved.  That sanctuary is filled with people saved 

by the One who came into the world and was bruised.  So we are thankful and zealous for the 

way of God which is a way of, yes, truth and righteousness and mercy for the contrite. 

 

As we move forward, we also see that we are to be zealous for: 

 

2. God’s word (8:16-22) 

 

Isaiah continued, declaring it in this way: 

 
16

Bind up the testimony; seal the teaching among my disciples.  
17

I will wait for the 

LORD who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him.  
18

Behold, I and the children whom the LORD has given me are signs and portents in 

Israel from the LORD of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion.   

 

Isaiah knew that for the most part in his day, the Word of the Lord was not valued; that it was 

dismissed and he used the language that it was even despised.  So when Isaiah said, “Bind up the 

testimony; seal the teaching,” he meant “safeguard this neglected truth.  Preserve this prophetic 

vision for a future generation  who will honor it, and for the remnant of Israel and Judah who 

will honor it now.”  Safeguard it.  Honor it. 

 

Even with this, as Isaiah thought about his generation, he knew that there was the strong desire 

within human beings to know what is on the other side of death; to know what lies beyond this 

life and in the next. 

 

So as depicted in the portion of Scripture that we see in front of us, there is the attraction even to 

psychic practices and even paranormal experiences.  For those who get involved and entrapped 

in these practices, they will become even so bold as to try to persuade the elect of God from 

Scripture to these dark and dangerous practices. 

 

Isaiah said in the previous verse, “I’m going to live in hope.  As for me and my sons, I recognize 

and understand that we are signs and portents for Israel.  We will be that.  We will be reminders 

for the people that there is a God to be reckoned with.” 

 

Then, with this in view, speaking to the elect and the disciples, Isaiah said: 

 
19

And when they say to you, “Inquire of the mediums and the necromancers who 

chirp and mutter,” should not a people inquire of their God?  Should they inquire of 

the dead on behalf of the living?   

 

Isaiahs’s attitude was, “What is up with that?”  This is now the third time that Isaiah has 

referenced such practices.  In Chapter 2 and Verse 6, we read of the fortune tellers that were 

brought into the area from Philistia.  In Chapter 3 and Verses 2 and 3, we learned that there were 

diviners, skillful magicians, and experts in charms among the leaders of Israel.   
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Now we see that there would be some pressing the people of God to inquire of mediums and 

necromancers, those who seek to contact the dead.  Here it is addressed in Scripture.   

 

Tomorrow is not only Reformation Day, but tomorrow is also Halloween.  So it seems to me that 

now is just as a good time as any to provide the reminder of what God has to say about seances, 

mediums, any attempts to contact the so-called spirit realm.  This would include things like 

fortune telling, tarot cards, psychic readings, Ouija boards, and all of the rest.  Let me boil it 

down to the basics:  All such practices are forbidden by God.  His people are not to dabble with 

such practices.   

 

When it comes to any such paranormal source of guidance, it is either one of two things 

happening.  It is either fraudulent or it is demonic.  It is either a bunch of hooey, phony bologna, 

or it is that the spirit or the angel of the deceased relative that appears is actually a demon 

masquerading as an angel of light or the departed relative.  Scripture testifies to these things.  So 

Scripture declares to us to stay away from it.   

 

Here in this portion of Scripture, you can discern the alarm and the indignation on the part of the 

prophet Isaiah as he directed the people of God to the right path.  He began in Verse 19, where 

he said: 

 
19

… should not a people inquire of their God?   
 

You just have to love it in Verse 20: 

 
20

To the teaching and to the testimony!   
 

That is where we go:  We go to the teaching and to the testimony.  To the doctrinal and ethical 

instructions of the Bible and to the history of redemption that God reveals in His Word.  The 

teaching of the testimonies of the Bible are the sufficient resources of true disciples. 

 

So this passage has the reformation truth of Sola Scriptura written all over it, and it is just 

beautiful.  Here it is ringing forth from Isaiah.  The sufficiency of Scripture with its power to 

speak life-changing, life-sustaining truth into the people of God. 

 

Then Isaiah added that if a person does not give a hearty Amen to the doctrine of the sufficiency 

of Scripture, the gift of truth from God to the hearts of His people, it is because they do not have 

dawn within them.  They don’t have the illumination of the Spirit working in them, saying, “Yes, 

in God’s Word, we have that which is more precious than gold.  In God’s Word we have that 

which is sweeter than honey.  In the truth of Scripture God is speaking into our lives.” 

 

Paul gave expression this dawn, the light that the Holy Spirit brings in Ephesians Chapter 1 and 

Verse 18: 

 
18

having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to 

which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the 

saints.” 
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So if you are ever tempted to go after any of those practices, pray, “Lord, prone to wander, Lord 

I feel it.  Bring me into the security of Your fold and give my heart the longing for the Bible that 

my existence is built for.” 

 

Let us pray that the Lord will give us passion and fervency for His truth; for His Word; for the 

Messiah that Isiaih spoke of, remembering that, “The Word that I give you, these Words they are 

Spirit and they are life.” 

 

And we see here in this text the indication of how in the Scriptures, we have what we need.  In 

the verses that follow, Isaiah spoke of the peril that would come into the lives of those who 

rejected God’s Word in his generation.  We see this when we look at what it says in Chapter 8, 

starting in Verse 21 into the remainder of the Chapter. 

 
21

They will pass through the land, greatly distressed and hungry.  And when they 

are hungry, they will be enraged and will speak contemptuously against their kind 

and their God, and turn their faces upward.  
22

And they will look to the earth, but 

behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish.  And they will be thrust into 

thick darkness.  

 

But then we also see the glimmer of hope for those who do have the Word of the Lord living 

inside of them.  As for those who were rejecting the Word of God, they had loved darkness.  

They loved the darkened rooms in to which they went to consult the dead.  Now they would be 

thrust into the whole experience of the darkened societies of Assyria and Babylon in exile. 

 

There was the gloom of anguish.  Not only would they be in dark places, but the despondency 

would enter in and they would even come to the place where they would shake their fists to the 

political power and even at God for the circumstances that they had brought upon themselves.   

 

They would just cry out in anger toward God.  That is the picture that is given to us here.  What 

is so interesting is that Isaiah kept using the language of they; what they would experience and 

they will be thrust into the darkness.   

 

But then it says something so interesting in Chapter 9 and Verse 1: 

 
1
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish.  In the former time he 

brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 

latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the nations. 
 

The language shifts from they to her, speaking of the remnants of God; those also moved out into 

exile.  And though they were in the anguish of that situation, as she was filled with the 

knowledge God’s promise of Immanuel in Scripture, the same gloom did not pervade the soul 

within.  She was sustained by the vision of the Messiah to come.   
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This is a picture of supernatural hope in the life-giving Word imparted to the human soul, giving 

this zeal for the reign of God to come powerfully upon the earth in Christ.   

 

Then in Chapter 9 and Verses 1 through 7, we see the zeal of this reign just building and building 

and building.  These verses go on to give one of the greatest, clearest portrayals of Christ in the 

pages of Scripture.  It starts by talking about the light that He would bring to Israel, starting north 

in Galilee where Jesus did in fact bring the power of His Kingdom first. 

 

The wonderful words of Verses 6 and 7 portrays Christ in His humanity and in His divinity and 

in His royalty.  Isaiah did this with some of the most exquisite language possible, describing and 

speaking and revealing the Christ to come.  And guess what, brothers and sisters?  I am at the 

end of my sermon! 

 

Now I know what you are thinking.  You are thinking, “Jeff, you want to talk about a very 

serious mismanagement of time.  Here you have been carrying on about spin-doctors and 

necromancers and we get to Christ, and you are just going to close with these words?”  This text 

should get a whole sermon, not the concluding moments of the sermon. 

 

I agree, amen!  You are right and I will raise you four times because we are not only going do a 

sermon on this text, but we are going to do a series on it, brothers and sisters.  This is your 

Christmas series about the perfect Name and the light and the joy that He brings.  This will be 

the Spirit of God’s Christmas gift to Bethel Grace through Isaiah.  We will dig in and see how 

Christ and His Kingdom is revealed to us. 

 

For this moment as we conclude, let us look upon and pray for hearts to receive what is revealed.  

Jesus, Immanuel, the Son given.   

 

Because God is with us, let’s be consumed with zeal for: 

 

3. God’s reign (9:1-7) 

 
6
For to us a child is born, 

to us a sone is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of peace. 

 

He is the Wonderful Counselor.  He has the best ideas and strategies, so, brothers and sisters, 

let’s follow Him.  As Mighty God, He defeats His enemies easily. So let’s stand behind Him.  He 

is the Hero.  As Everlasting Father, he is the One who lovingly provides for His people 

endlessly.   
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So, let’s enjoy Him.  As the Prince of Peace, He reconciles us to Himself.  Even when we were 

still His enemies, He brings the bruised and injured into His sanctuary as they look to Him for 

their salvation.  He is the Prince of Peace.  Let’s abide in Him and ask Him to fill us with His 

truth in such a way that it will glow in our hearts and from our lives.  

 

For all history and eternity are going the way of His glorious reign.  He is in charge, and: 

 
7
of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

Perhaps the best part of it is that His Kingdom, through eternity, is going to forever expand.  His 

reign is forever ascending, forever enlarging, forever accelerating, forever intensifying.   

 
7
of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end 

 

He will reign for this time forth and forevermore.  This means that there will never come a time 

when the church of God is in the Kingdom of Jesus—even in the age to come, even in the Great 

Resurrection, even in eternity—when we say, “Well, that just must be it! We have reached the 

zenith.  He can’t think of anything new.  It can’t get any better than this.  We have seen it all!”  

No, we have not!  Such a time will never come for the wonder of His love will forever increase.  

Every new moment will be better than the last.   

 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 

 

If you are here and are coming to a knowledge of Jesus for the first time, and you know you have 

sinned in the sight of the holiness of God and need a savior, and it has been revealed to you that 

that Savior is Jesus, we would love to talk to you about coming to faith in Christ.  There is a 

prayer room on the right as you leave the sanctuary.  After the service, we would love to talk to 

you. 

 

If you are here this morning and maybe the gloom has been setting in and maybe the apathy has 

be rising and you know that you need the fervency that His Word speaks of, you can get prayer 

in the Prayer Room and you can get prayer from your brothers sisters in the church. 

 

Let’s go to the Lord now in prayer and ask that He would fill our hearts.  Please join me.   

 


